THE NATIONAL COUNTER-PLOT
An officer or a courtier could resign his employments, retire
to the country, and await events or the process of public
reaction to his sacrifices. But for Churchill to leave the
Court, to resign his command in the Army, would not merely
have meant exclusion from all forms of public service and
from all share in the impending crisis. No one who had
been so close to the sovereign could, while he was in the full
flush of manly activity and acquainted with so many secrets,
retire without incurring the gravest suspicions. Instead of
dwelling at Holywell with his family, he would probably have
found himself in the Tower. He could, no doubt, have
attempted to leave the kingdom and follow the long string of
refugees and exiles who gathered in the Netherlands. But a
simple flight like this would have been only to abandon
simultaneously his King and his country; at once to desert
the cause of Protestantism and to leave the Princess Anne,
who had hitherto followed his guidance and depended so
much upon him, in complete isolation.
He had certainly made two definite attempts to quit the
Court under conditions which would not have entirely di-
vested him of power, and thus to end a personal connexion
with James already become false and painful. If Princess
Anne had been allowed to go to The Hague, as he had
planned, he and Sarah would certainly have gone with her.
If he had obtained command of the British troops in
Holland he would have been at William's side and in a posi-
tion to exert an influence upon events. These courses had
been barred : and, apart from reducing himself to a cipher
and destroying all his means of service to causes which pro-
foundly stirred him, there was nothing left but to remain and
face all the dangers and peculiar reproaches of his station.
All he could give the King was the faithful declaration of
his opinion, and this on many occasions he made abundantly
clear. If James, knowing his mind, employed him, it was at
his own risk.
It was remarkable, indeed, that the King still kept Churchill
about him. He made it plain to all his intimates that those
who sought his favour, or still more his friendship, must
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